I would like people to sit in the bleachers and think of where they
are sitting as an amphitheater of the sort that one would sit 1n

to watch Christians being devoured by the lions and also to watch

football games and other sports, but also to catch the reterence
that they are 1n some sense sitting on sculpture of the late 1960s.
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invisible or childish or dirty. Part ot the aspiration to inclusive
universality, which I am totally enthusiastic about, 1s the naming
of those 1impediments and the attempt to transcend them. The
naming of them 1s, of course, an extremely unpleasant and painful
matter for those who are maimed by those slurs and also tor those

who recognize those slurs as expressions of their own deep feelings.
Western culture 1s intrinsically a colonizing culture. That’s what 1t That’s what 1t’s all about, for me: the relation between universal
means to commit oneself to the notion of this culture’s universality. categories that really do apply universally and stereotypes that
50 Western culture 1s my culture. I have very strong reservations purport to apply universally, but in fact represent exclusionary
about attempts to carve up the cultural and artistic terrain as it limitations of vision or perception or conceptualization.
ethnic groups occupied discrete parts of it. I think 1t belongs to all

of us. The underrated part 1s the extent to which we all contribute | find 1t discouraging when someone says of my work, “The

to 1t. It’s not just a white male preserve.

My own training and sensibility as an artist are very strongly
Influenced by Minimalist and conceptual principles. This piece
1s an attempt to bring forward not only some aspects of my own
formalist sensibilities that people keep on denying exist, but
also to integrate those with concerns ot race and racial 1identity,
stereotyping, and so forth. Minimalist sculpture and ways ot
thinking aspired to the highest kind of universality and the most
Platonic of forms. At the same time, it represented an ideological
stance, 1n that all 1deational references are intended to be
absent. Those are the two sides of 1t I find very interesting, that
Minimalism’s conception of universality 1s exclusive rather than
inclusive. One of the obstacles to inclusive universality 1s thinking
about black people as nonpersons or as inferior or subhuman or

message 1s obvious, she’s against racism.” I think that expresses
an unwillingness to pursue the implications ot the 1ssues and
strategies | explore in the work—it’s like shutting down at square
one. I try for ultimate clarity, with multiple reverberations and
multiple implications at the same time. I try for simplicity, not
oversimplification. I don’t want to make any prescriptions about
what people should do. I just want to penetrate the layers ot
1llusion and self-deception as far as possible and do it cleanly
without losing any of the mind-bending complexity ot the 1ssues.

—Adrian Piper

Text written on the occasion of Dislocations, The Museum ot
Modern Art, New York, 1991-92

This installation 1s part of an exhibition that continues on the sixth floor.



