MoMA PS1 PRESENTS EXHIBITION OF TWO RECENT WORKS BY NAEEM
MOHAIEMAN
Naeem Mohaiemen: There Is No Last Man
October 22, 2017–March 11, 2018
1st Floor, MoMA PS1
(Long Island City, NY – October 22, 2017) – In his films, installations, and essays, Naeem
Mohaiemen (b. London, 1969) researches memories of leftist political utopias, and the
Mohaiemen: There Is No Last Man imagines a relationship between two lonely narrators, each
trapped at the edge of history.
Tripoli Cancelled (2017), a fiction film loosely inspired by the artist’s father, follows the daily
rituals of a man stranded in an abandoned airport. The film follows him through his daily
routine of walking, smoking, writing letters to his wife, staging scenes with mannequins in
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flight attendant uniforms, and reading from the dark British children’s book Watership Down
(1972). Mohaiemen shot the film in Ellinikon Airport in Athens, Greece, loosely inspired by his
father’s experience of being stuck in this same airport for nine days in 1977 after losing his
passport. Designed by architect Eero Saarinen in the 1960s, Ellinikon was abandoned in 2001
and was recently used to house refugees entering Greece, and then proposed as a site for
luxury real estate development during European Union negotiations over Greek debt.
Volume Eleven (flaw in the algorithm of cosmopolitanism) (2016) comprises diptychs that
investigate six problematic essays by Mohaiemen’s great uncle, the Bengali writer Syed
Mujtaba Ali, who mistakenly embraced German military might as an antidote to British colonial
rule in India. When the artist began translating Ali’s short stories of the late 1930s, he was
dismayed to discover several writings in which Ali expressed a hope that Nazi Germany would
defeat Britain and liberate India from colonial rule. Volume Eleven explores the intellectual
underpinnings of this short-lived fascination with German political thought among a wide
range of Indian intellectuals of the period.
The exhibition title responds to Francis Fukuyama’s book The End of History and the Last Man
(1992), which proposed that Western liberal democracy and capitalism would be the final
shared fate of humanity. Mohaiemen’s work suggests that there will be no “last man” or “end
of history” in an era marked by the growing prominence of non-Western histories that
acknowledge multiple viewpoints and perspectives on the development of modernity. The
artist often works through the literature generated in the aftermath of political defeats,
bringing the traumas of history into conversation with his own family narratives. Here, two
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contemporary legacies of decolonization. Bringing together two distinct works, Naeem

men struggle at the margins of larger events, telling themselves fables and fictions to keep
living.
Naeem Mohaiemen: There Is No Last Man is organized by Peter Eleey, Chief Curator, MoMA
PS1, with Jocelyn Miller, Assistant Curator.

Naeem Mohaiemen: There Is No Last Man is supported by the MoMA PS1 Annual Exhibition
Fund.

Press Contact: Molly Kurzius, (718) 392-6447 or molly_kurzius@moma.org
press_momaps1@moma.org
For downloadable high-resolution images, register at MoMA.org/press.
Hours: MoMA PS1 is open from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Thursday through Monday. It is
closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. Artbook @ MoMA PS1 is open from
1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Thursday through Sunday.

Admission: $10 suggested donation; $5 for students and senior citizens; free for New York
City residents*, MoMA members and MoMA admission ticket holders. The MoMA ticket must
be presented at MoMA PS1 within thirty days of date on ticket and is not valid during Warm Up
or other MoMA PS1 events or benefits.
*Free admission as a Gift to New Yorkers made possible by the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen
Foundation. Through October 15, 2018 all residents of New York’s five boroughs receive free
entrance to all exhibitions during regular museum hours; excluding concerts, fundraisers, and
ticketed events. Upon arrival please present proof of New York City residency such as a
driver’s license, state-issued identification card or a New York City utility bill.
Directions: MoMA PS1 is located at 22-25 Jackson Avenue at 46th Ave in Long Island City,
Queens, across the Queensboro Bridge from midtown Manhattan and is easily accessible by
bus and subway. Traveling by subway, take either the E or M to Court Square-23 Street; the 7
to 45 Road-Courthouse Square; or the G to Court Sq or 21 St-Van Alst. By bus, take the Q67
to Jackson and 46th Ave or the B62 to 46th Ave.
MoMA PS1 Background: MoMA PS1 is devoted to today’s most experimental, thoughtprovoking contemporary art. Founded in 1976 as the P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, it was
the first nonprofit arts center in the United States devoted solely to contemporary art and is
recognized as a defining force in the alternative space movement. In 2000 The Museum of
Modern Art and P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center merged, creating the largest platform for
contemporary art in the country and one of the largest in the world. Functioning as a living,
active meeting place for the general public, MoMA PS1 is a catalyst for ideas, discourses, and
new trends in contemporary art.

