GEORGE A. ROMERO’S NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD RESTORATION TO HAVE
WORLD PREMIERE IN TO SAVE AND PROJECT: MoMA’S 14TH ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF FILM PRESERVATION ON NOVEMBER 5
One of the Most Influential Horror Films of the Last 50 Years in a New 4K Digital
Restoration by MoMA and The Film Foundation
Night of the Living Dead Joins More Than 40 Newly Preserved Features Premiering in
MoMA’s To Save and Project Festival this November
To Save and Project: The 14th MoMA International Festival of Film Preservation
November 2–23, 2016
The Roy and Niuta Titus Theaters
Festival tickets on sale from October 19
NEW YORK, October 19, 2016—The Museum of Modern Art announces the addition of George
A. Romero’s horror classic Night of the Living Dead to the upcoming To Save and Project festival
in November. The iconic horror film, widely diminished by duplication due to infamous copyright
issues, will have its world premiere in its originally intended quality, thanks to a painstaking 4K
digital restoration by MoMA and The Film Foundation. Director George A. Romero will attend the
world premiere on November 5 at 8:00 p.m. at The Museum of Modern Art to introduce the
screening. Tickets for that program go on sale October 22. An additional screening will take place
at the Museum at 7:00 p.m. on November 12.
Perhaps the most influential horror film of the last 50 years, Romero’s classic is also one
of the most abused—subjected, because of its public-domain status, to well over 100 home video
releases of deteriorated quality. The film has now been restored to its full, original glory by The
Museum of Modern Art and The Film Foundation, working from the original camera negative,
which was carefully guarded over the years by the members of Image Ten, the Pittsburgh
partnership that originally produced it.
Night of the Living Dead has long been the subject of restoration discussions after a
missing copyright notice upon its original 1968 print left it open to duplication and public
rerelease. Recognizing its cinematic impact immediately, MoMA first acquired an original print in
1970 for its collection. Now, decades later, the Museum presents this important motion picture in
its best possible state after a painstaking audio and image restoration.
“It’s an honor and a thrill to have MoMA restore and present a horror movie that I and a
group of Pittsburgh friends created nearly 50 years ago,” said Romero. “After working closely with
MoMA and the Film Foundation on this restoration, I know the meticulous work that has gone into
creating this new restoration and I am excited to terrify new audiences and devoted fans with a
version that returns our film to the quality we originally intended.”

“Our annual To Save and Project festival showcases the best new restorations of
masterworks and rediscoveries of world cinema. George Romero’s Night of the Living Dead set the
standard for horror, and the figure of the zombie in its myriad incarnations on screens large and
small. Until now, however, it has been impossible to truly appreciate the film’s formal beauty and
visceral power,” said MoMA film curator and festival co-organizer Joshua Siegel. “Our state-of-theart restoration draws upon the best original visual and audio elements previously thought to have
been lost, ensuring that audiences will be able to enjoy Night of the Living Dead as originally
intended by its creators for generations to come.”
“The Film Foundation is thrilled that George Romero’s groundbreaking film is being
restored from the original camera negative and track. We hope this will allow a new generation to
experience the film and appreciate the elements that made it so innovative at the time, and give it
continued power and relevance today. George Romero’s involvement in the restoration means that
this version will be definitive, and the only one that truly reflects his vision,” said Margaret Bodde,
executive director of The Film Foundation.
The film was restored by The Museum of Modern Art and The Film Foundation with funding
provided by the George Lucas Family Foundation. The restoration was overseen by George A.
Romero and Image Ten—most especially, Gary Streiner, Russ Streiner, and John Russo—with
restoration work done by Cineric Inc, NYC, and Audio Mechanics, Burbank, CA.
Among its many influences, Romero’s film is credited with creating the zombie as we know
it today: the reanimated corpse with a taste for the living, seen in everything from The Walking
Dead to Shaun of the Dead. Despite its humble Pittsburgh working-class origins, exploitation
genre ties, and inadequate handling by the original distributor, Night of the Living Dead has set
numerous precedents for motion pictures throughout the world. It was the first film of its kind to
cast an African American actor as the lead character based solely on the strength of his
performance, and tramples widely held taboos of the time—from respect for the dead and
authority figures to traditional family relationships and the narrative tradition of heroes surviving
to the film’s conclusion.
Night of the Living Dead premieres as part of The Museum of Modern Art’s 14th annual
edition of To Save and Project, an international festival dedicated to celebrating newly preserved
and restored films from archives, studios, distributors, foundations, and independent filmmakers.
Running from November 2 through 23, 2016, To Save and Project is organized by Joshua Siegel,
Curator, and Dave Kehr, Adjunct Curator, Department of Film, The Museum of Modern Art.
Tickets for all screenings are available two weeks prior to their screening date, beginning
October 19. Tickets for the first screening of Night of the Living Dead will go on sale October 22.
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Public Information:
The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, New York, NY 10019, (212) 708-9400, moma.org.
Hours: Saturday through Thursday, 10:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Friday, 10:30 a.m.–8:00 p.m.
Museum Admission: $25 adults; $18 seniors, 65 years and over with I.D.; $14 full-time students with
current I.D. Free, members and children 16 and under (includes admittance to Museum galleries and film
programs). Free admission during Uniqlo Free Friday Nights: Fridays, 4:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
MoMA.org: No service charge for tickets ordered on moma.org. Tickets purchased online may be printed out
and presented at the Museum without waiting in line (includes admittance to Museum galleries and film
programs).
Film and After Hours Program Admission: $12 adults; $10 seniors, 65 years and over with I.D.; $8 fulltime students with current I.D. The price of an After Hours Program Admission ticket may be applied toward
the price of a Museum admission ticket or MoMA membership within 30 days.

