
 
THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART HOSTS MAJOR INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM  
ART INSTITUTIONS AND FEMINIST POLITICS NOW 
 
May 21 Event Brings Together Leading Artists, Scholars and Activists to  
Explore Art and Feminism 
 
 
NEW YORK, May 4, 2010 –The Museum of Modern Art presents Art Institutions and Feminist 

Politics Now, a day-long symposium on May 21, 2010, that will bring together an international 

group of leading artists, writers, curators, historians, and activists to explore the impact of recent 

debates about art and feminism on museum exhibitions, collections, pedagogy, and cultural 

politics.  The symposium is part of a major ongoing collection-based research initiative begun in 

2005 with support from the Modern Women’s Fund, established by philanthropist and artist Sarah 

Peter.   

 The symposium is organized by Cornelia Butler, The Robert Lehman Foundation Chief 

Curator of Drawings, and Alexandra Schwartz, Curatorial Assistant in MoMA’s Department of 

Drawings and Coordinator of the Modern Women's Project.  

 “In organizing Art Institutions and Feminist Politics Now, we are bringing all these 

important voices together to address the urgent need for museums to negotiate new models of art 

and activism,” said Ms. Butler. 

 The morning session, Collections and Exhibitions, will be moderated by Cornelia Butler of 

MoMA and Ivet Curlin of the curatorial collective What, How, and for Whom/WHW, Zagreb. It will 

include presentations by Melissa Chiu, Museum Director and Vice President Global Art Programs at 

the Asia Society in New York; Camille Morineau, Curator of Contemporary Collections and 

organizer of the exhibition elles@centrepompidou, Musée national d'art moderne, Centre 

Pompidou, Paris; and Berlin-based curator Ruth Noack and New York-based artist Emily Roysdon, 

followed by a moderated discussion.  

 The afternoon session, Pedagogy and Activism, moderated by Huey Copeland, Assistant 

Professor in the Department of Art History at Northwestern University, and Alexandra Schwartz of 

MoMA, will feature panelists Tania Bruguera, an artist working in Paris, Havana, and Chicago; New 

Delhi-based artist Sonia Khurana; Catherine Lord, Professor of Studio Art in the Claire Trevor 

School of the Arts at the University of California, Irvine; and Michele Wallace, Professor, 

Department of English, City College of New York/CUNY, followed by a moderated discussion.  

The symposium will end with a roundtable discussion among MoMA curators and educators 

on the Modern Women’s Project, including the forthcoming book Modern Women: Women Artists 

at The Museum of Modern Art and related exhibitions and programs.  

 MoMA Director Glenn D. Lowry will give opening remarks.   
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  Art Institutions and Feminist Politics Now is made possible by the Modern Women’s Fund. 

More information is available at www.MoMA.org. 

 

Publication  
Art Institutions and Feminist Politics Now is held in conjunction with the publication of Modern 
Women: Women Artists at The Museum of Modern Art, a 500-page publication to be published by 
MoMA in June 2010 that represents the first effort by a major North American museum to examine 
its collection through the lens of gender. In addition, the Museum has scheduled a series of 
exhibitions, installations and film programs featuring works by leading women artists from MoMA’s 
renowned collection. Together these initiatives underscore MoMA’s ongoing commitment to 
collecting, presenting and studying important work by women artists. Modern Women: Women 
Artists at The Museum of Modern Art will be available at MoMA Stores and online at 
www.momastore.org. It is distributed to the trade through Distributed Art Publishers (D.A.P) in 
the United States and Canada, and through Thames + Hudson outside North America. The 
publication is made possible by the Modern Women’s Fund, established by Sarah Peter. 512 
pages, 402 illustrations. Hardcover, $70.00. 
 
Admission 
Art Institutions and Feminist Politics Now will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on May 21, 
2010, in MoMA’s Roy and Niuta Titus 2 Theater, 11 West 53 Street, New York. Tickets are 
available to the general public for $12; MoMA members for $10; students, seniors, and staff of 
other museums for $5; and can be purchased at MoMA’s lobby information desk, the film desk, or 
online at www.MoMA.org.  
 
On the Web 
Beginning May 19, the symposium will be featured on a section of MoMA.org 
(www.moma.org/modernwomen), which brings together information about the Modern Women 
publication, related exhibitions, events and videos, and a listing of women currently included in 
the online collection. A history of women at MoMA is also featured, dating back to the three 
women who founded the Museum. 
 
Blog 
MoMA’s and MoMA PS1’s blog Inside/Out (www.moma.org/explore/inside_out) will feature a series 
of topical posts and interviews with MoMA curators, publication authors, and symposium 
participants.  
 
The Modern Women’s Project 
The Modern Women’s Project has generated a series of lectures and panels, beginning with the 
landmark 2007 symposium The Feminist Future: Theory and Practice in the Visual Arts.   
 
Media Contacts 
MoMA:  Margaret Doyle, 212-408-6400, margaretdoyle@moma.org 
Ruder Finn A&CC: Natasha Le Bel, 212-715-1644, lebeln@ruderfinn.com 
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