
TH E MU SEU M O F MO D E R N  A R T A C Q U I R ES  D IR E C T O R  D A VI D  O . R U SSE LL ’S W O R K 
FO R  IT S P ER MA N EN T C O L LE C TI O N 

B E N E FI T H O N O R I N G  F ILM MA K ER  S C H ED U LE D  F O R  A PR I L 1 0 ,  2 0 0 2 

N E W  Y O R K ,  F e b r u a ry  2 8 , 2 0 0 2 _ A  W o rk  in  P ro g re s s : A n  E v e n i n g  w i th  D a v i d  O . R u s s e ll , h o st e d  b y  th e 

D e p a rt m e n t o f F i lm  a n d  M e d ia , th e  F ilm  a n d  M e d i a  T ru st e e  C o m m i tt e e , a n d  T h e  Ju n io r A ss o c ia te s  o f T h e 

M u se u m  o f  M o d e rn  A rt,  w ill  t a k e  p la ce  o n  A p ri l 1 0 ,  2 0 0 2 . T h is in a u g u r a l  fi lm  b e n e fi t w il l h o n o r  th e  cr iti ca lly 

a c cl a i m e d  w rit e r /d ire ct o r’ s w o rk,  h is cr e a tiv e  vis io n ,  a n d  h is  d e d ica ti o n  to  t h e  a r t o f fi lm m a k in g . R u sse ll , a  n a t ive 

N e w  Y o rke r,  is  b e s t k n o w n  fo r h is  f e a t u r e  fil m s , S p a n ki n g  th e  M o n ke y ( 1 9 9 4 ), F l ir ti n g  w i th  D i sa ste r ( 1 9 9 6 ), a n d 

T h re e  K in g s  ( 1 9 9 9 ). A s  a  re su lt o f  th e  g e n e r o u s d o n a t io n  o f t h e  f ilm m a ke r ’s  p rin ts  b y  N e w  L i n e  C i n e m a , M ir a m a x

F i lm s,  a n d  W a r n e r B ro s. , t h i s e ve n t  a l so  m a rk s th e  a cq u is it io n  o f th e se  fi lm s fo r  t h e  M u se u m ’ s co l le ct io n .

T h is  c e le b r ity  e ve n t w i ll b e n e fit  t h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f F i lm  a n d  M e d ia  a n d  th e  M u s e u m ’s  yo u n g  p a t ro n  g ro u p ,

T h e  Ju n io r A ss o c ia te s . T h e  c o m m it te e  i n  su p p o rt  o f  t h e  b e n e fit  i n c lu d e s  A l a n  A l d a , W e s  A n d e r s o n , P a tr ic ia 

A r q u e t te , S o f ia  C o p p o l a , S p ik e  J o n z e , J o h n  L e g u iz a m o , M a ry  T y le r M o o re , E d w a rd  N o rt o n , A l e x a n d e r 

P a y n e , B e n  S til le r, L i ly  T o m l in , a n d  M a r k  W a h l b e rg . T o d d  M c C a rt h y , V a ri e t y’s  c h i e f fi lm  cr it ic,  a n d  E l v i s 

M i tc h e ll, fi lm  cr it ic w i th  th e  N e w  Y o rk T i m e s , a r e  w ri ti n g  e s sa ys fo r t h e  e ve n in g ’s  p ro g ra m 

T h e  e v e n i n g  w i ll  b e g i n  w it h  a  ch a m p a g n e  to a st , fo l lo w e d  b y a  c o n ve rsa ti o n  w i th  th e  fil m m a k e r.  T h e 

co n v e r sa t io n  w il l b e  m o d e r a t e d  b y  L i ly  T o m l in  a n d  h ig h li g h t e d  b y f il m  c li p s  fr o m  R u ss e l l’s  w o rk  a s w e l l a s cl ip s

fr o m  f ilm s th a t h a ve  in sp i re d  h im . T h i s p r o g r a m  w i ll  b e  h e l d  i n  th e  M u s e u m ’s  R o y a n d  N iu ta  T i tu s T h e a t e r 1  a n d 

w i ll  b e  t h e  la st  f ilm  b e n e fi t h e l d  a t M o M A  p r io r t o  th e  r e l o ca ti o n  o f  e xh i b i ti o n s  d u ri n g  i ts B u ild in g  P ro je ct.  M o M A 

Q N S  w i ll o p e n  Ju n e  2 9  i n  t h e  n e w  fa cil it y lo c a t e d  in  L o n g  I sla n d  C ity , Q u e e n s,  a n d  th e  m id to w n  M a n h a tt a n 

b u il d i n g  is  sc h e d u le d  t o  r e o p e n  i n  2 0 0 5 . 

F o ll o w in g  g u e s t a p p e a ra n ce s a n d  c e l e b r it y sp e a k e r s, th e  e ve n i n g  w i ll  co n c lu d e  w i th  a  la t e  su p p e r b u f fe t



and cocktail reception held at Sette MoMA, the Museum’s restaurant, with DJ and dancing.  The Museum has also

programmed a film series entitled A Work in Progress: The Films of David O. Russell, to showcase all three of

these films at the Museum's theaters from April 25 to 27.

 “The Department of Film and Media, The Junior Associates, and the Film and Media Trustee Committee of

The Museum of Modern Art are delighted to inaugurate an annual event in honor of a filmmaker whose career is at

an exciting moment,” says Mary Lea Bandy, Chief Curator of the Department of Film and Media. “Such a recognized

talent is David O. Russell.” The Junior Associates have supported the Museum's Film and Media programs and have

funded the acquisition of new works by young independent film artists.

A  W o rk  in  P ro g re ss : A n  E ve n i n g  w i th  D a vi d  O . R u sse ll  i s m a d e  p o s si b le  b y R e g e n cy E n te r p r is e s,  W a rn e r  B ro s ., 
N e w  L i n e  C i n e m a ,  E n d e a v o r,  J a m e s F a m il y F o u n d a t io n , a n d  G a n g , T y re , R a m e r &  B ro w n . 

A d d i ti o n a l g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t is  p r o v id e d  b y  M i ra m a x  F il m s,  C a st le  R o ck  E n te rt a i n m e n t , a n d  V a n i ty  F a ir .

S p e c ia l t h a n ks  t o  S e tt e  M o M A ,  S K Y Y  V o d k a ,  a n d  T h e  H o lly w o o d  R e p o rte r.

T r avel a rr a n g e m e n ts b y  A l to u r  In te rn a ti o n a l.  H o te l a cc o m m o d a t io n s co u rt e s y o f T h e  W a ld o r f T o w e r s.

G i ft  b a g  co n tr ib u t io n s p ro vi d e d  b y V il la g e  R o a d sh o w  P i ctu re s a n d  in d e x m a g a z in e .

Tickets are available from the Department of Special Programming and Events, 212/708-9680.

David O. Russell is available for interviews.

No. 18
P r e s s  C o n ta c ts :
A i m e e  S h ie h ,  E v e n t P u b li cis t,  2 1 2 / 3 5 8 -9 0 6 4 , o r  a sh i e h @n y c. rr .co m 
L i sa  R a d e n ,  E v e n t P u b li cis t,  2 1 2 / 6 4 7 -0 5 8 7 , o r  li sa ra d @m a c .co m 
P a u l  P o w e r,  S e n i o r  F i lm  a n d  M e d ia  P u b l ic is t, M o M A ,  2 1 2 /7 0 8 - 9 8 4 7 ,  o r p a u l_ p o w e r @m o m a .o r g 

Public Information:
The Museum of Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, between Fifth and Sixth Avenues
The public may call 212/708-9400 for detailed Museum information
Hours: 10:30 a.m.–5:45 p.m. daily; 10:30 a.m.–8:15 p.m. Friday; Closed Wednesday.

Admission: Through May 21, 2002: $12; $8.50 students with ID and people 65 and over.
Free for members and children under 16 accompanied by an adult.
Friday, 4:30 p.m.–8:15 p.m. pay-what-you-wish

Visit us on the Web at www.moma.org



T h e  Mu s e u m  o f Mo d e rn  Ar t, 1 1  W e s t  5 3  S tr e e t, Ne w Y o r k ,  c l o s e s  Ma y  2 1 ,  2 0 0 2 .
Mo MA  Q NS, 3 3  S tre e t  a t  Q u e e n s  B o u l e v a r d , L o n g  Is la n d  Ci ty ,  Qu e e n s , o p e n s  J u n e  2 9 , 2 0 0 2 . 


