Candy Kugelon MTV

“In 1981 Buzz Potamkin started the MTV work at Buzzco Productions, which
continued after we became Buzzco Associates, Inc. Our MTV animation
spanned many different campaigns over those years, involving live-action
footage of rock stars, NASA footage, and drawn animation work. Hall and
Oates, Cyndi Lauper, Lionel Richie, Billy Idol, and | believe Madonna were
shot in studios around the city. The NASA footage for the ‘Top of the Hour’
spots was supplied by NASA. Culture Club, David Bowie, and The Police
were all shot elsewhere, and the negatives brought back to New York.
The film was processed, and we made selects for the scenes we wanted
for each star.

We were able to get the new Kodak direct-to-positive paper to make RC
[resin coated] prints that didn’t need to come from a negative and be
chemically processed. Jerry Guidaldo was in a blackened room with an
Oxberry camera and already punched photo paper onto which he exposed
individual frames for us to retime for the track (usually on 2s but sometimes
we needed more or less). | would take these black and white photos and
put a cel over them and potchke the cel using magic marker, china markers,
Stabilo pencils, etc. [Potchke is a Yiddish word for ‘mess around with.]
The word balloons were inked and painted by the crew; all the cels you are
showing were animated by me and rendered in the ink and paint department.
My assistants on many of the other rock stars clips were Cotty Kilbanks and
Lisa Geng. The only animation | didn’t do was the cuckoo clock—background
rendered by Linda Daurio and animation by Jan Svochak and then inked
and painted by the crew. | did direct it though, doing the storyboard and
layouts. Some of the simple head shot images that required no animation
were press photos supplied by MTV that | potchked over.”

—Candy Kugel, 2026



