
 
 
 

 

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART ANNOUNCES NEW COMMISSION BY 
CHOREOGRAPHER SARAH MICHELSON 
 
Sarah Michelson: nowhere Will Feature Daily Performances in the 
Museum’s Marron Family Atrium This Fall 
 
NEW YORK, July 14, 2026 — The Museum of Modern Art announces Sarah Michelson: 
nowhere, an exhibition featuring a commissioned performance by the acclaimed dancer 
and choreographer. On view September 15 through October 11, 2026, the exhibition will 
integrate Michelson’s dancing, thinking, and being into the routine operations of the 
Museum, with the artist performing during regular Museum hours alongside a rotating cast 
of dancers in MoMA’s Donald B. and Catherine C. Marron Atrium. Sarah Michelson: nowhere 
is organized by Ana Janevski, Curator, and Martha Joseph, Associate Curator, with Sibia 
Sarangan, Curatorial Assistant, Department of Media and Performance. The performances 
are produced by Kate Scherer, Senior Manager and Producer, with Olivia Rousey, Manager, 
Performance and Live Art. 
 
Across a career spanning nearly 30 years, Michelson has developed a rigorous, rogue body 
of work inspired by dance history and her tireless pursuit to, in her words, “get to the 
bottom of ‘What is dance?’” Known for her meticulous choreography, she often works with 
dancers from a wide range of technical backgrounds to explore how performers absorb the 
conventions of dance into their own bodies.  
 
“The place where the work will happen is pretty much always my starting point,” says 
Michelson. At MoMA, the artist will continue excavating and challenging institutional 
frameworks through performance. Throughout the exhibition’s run, daily performances will 
occur Saturday through Thursday. Fridays will be dedicated to open programming. 
 
“Sarah Michelson: nowhere is the culmination of a residency in the Marie-Josée and Henry 
Kravis Studio in 2024,” says Janevski. “We are proud to continue MoMA’s commitment to 
presenting dance while building upon our decade-long engagement with Michelson’s work 
and serving as a platform for her tireless pursuit to define and redefine the role of dance in 
art museums.” 
 
“nowhere, as a work, acknowledges its own relationship to the dances that have come 
before it, both at MoMA and elsewhere in Michelson’s practice,” says Joseph. “Contingent 
upon the artist’s daily work in the exhibition space, this performance considers life cycles—
of the artist, the Museum, and the dance itself.” 
 
A fixture of New York’s downtown performance scene since the 1990s, Michelson has 
presented her performances and works at such major institutions as the Whitney Museum 



 

 

of American Art, The Kitchen, David Zwirner’s galleries in New York City and Los Angeles, 
Performance Space New York/PS122, the Brooklyn Academy of Music, and the Walker Art 
Center. Her previous projects with MoMA include Some sweet day (2012), when she 
partook in a three-week program of dance performances by contemporary choreographers 
curated by Ralph Lemon; a collaboration with Movement Research for Judson Dance 
Theater: The Work Is Never Done (2018–19); and the book Sarah Michelson, edited by David 
Velasco and published as part of the Museum’s Modern Dance Series in 2017.  
 
nowhere was partially developed in a Studio Residency at The Museum of Modern Art. The 
artist also wishes to acknowledge residency support from the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
(BAM), Danspace Project, Mark Morris Dance Group, Movement Research, New York City 
Center, and David Zwirner. 
 
 
SPONSORSHIP: 

 
Media and performance at MoMA are presented through a partnership with Richard Mille. 
 
Annual support for programming in The Marie-Josée and Henry Kravis Studio is generously 
provided by the Wallis Annenberg Director’s Fund for Innovation in Contemporary Art and 
by the Sarah Arison Endowment Fund for Performance. 
 
Press Contacts:  
Polskin Arts, moma@finnpartners.com  
MoMA Press Office, pressoffice@moma.org 
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